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DDuueess,,  DDuueess,,  DDuueess  

Dues were due at the November meeting. Currently dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family at one address. If 
you have not already paid, please send a check to Santa Cruz Mineral and Gem Society at PO Box 343, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. 

PPrreessiiddeennttõõss  MMeessssaaggee::  
Hello and welcome to November:  

Many thanks to Lee Chavez, owner of Southwest Silversmiths, for speaking at the October general meeting. His talk was 
great and everyone was fascinated with his jewelry-making tools and techniques. You can reach Lee at PO Box 1915, Gilroy, 
CA 95021, or by telephone at (408) 842-8191. 

The Holiday show at the Grange on the 9th and 10th was a good event. Attendance was adequate. Several sellers were very 
happy. I really appreciate the folks who pulled out all the stops to make the event run smooth and meet its objectives.  

The November 13, 2013 general meeting comprised elections and also club sales. The club had stocked up on nice and 
inexpensive material from Quartzsite and Tucson, and this material was offered to our great members at cost plus a small 
mark-up for the club. The results of the 2014 elections are as follows: Dale Bruce, President; Randy Harris, Vice President; 
Joann Meyer, Treasurer; Michael Cox, Secretary; Sarah Martin, Director (with Karen Welder as a back-up);  June Harris, 
Director; and, Pat Cultera, Director. 
Now we are heading into the deep fall. Winter is coming, and soon the passes over the Sierra wonõt be as easy to navigate. 

None the less, there are still some happenings around the area, so please read all about it in this, another exciting issue of the 
Lapidarian. 

Dale Bruce, President 

MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEddii ttoorr// SSeeccrreettaarryy::  

Hello friendly, gracious, and helpful members and readers!  

òWhereõs my dang Lapidarian!ó you ask? The editor, thatõs me, was goofing off selling his personal collection at the 
November show, and  was derailed from his appointed rounds. I know, I know, neither rain nor sleet noré 

I really enjoyed the November show. It was fun selling some of my minerals and meeting interesting folks. I also learned 
some hard lessons about pricing. Everyone kept telling me my prices were ògreat.ó Sadly, no one was in much of a buying 
mood despite the compliments. None the less, I made $200 for the club and recovered just a wee bit less than my cost for the 
pieces. Not a recipe for business success, but at least my display shelf is a little less cluttered. 

My thanks go to Dave Duncan for agreeing to help with future newsletters. Dave is going to help summarize AFMS and 
CFMS information. 

Michael Cox 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  MMeemmbbeerrss!!!!  

I truly appreciate the wonderful help and can-do attitude members pulled out for the November show. Because of you the 
show was a success, so thank you, thank you! 

Julia Cornblatt 

OOccttoobbeerr  GGeenneerraall   MMeeeettiinngg  MMiinnuutteess::  
Headers and action items are in bold-face type. 
 

DATE:  October 09, 2013; Time called to order: 7:15 pm; Location: Live Oak Grange Hall 

Meeting presided by: Dale Bruce; Board members present: nine. 

Business from the President, Dale Bruce: Dale welcomes guests, new members. Elections next month! Dale is running 
for President, Sarah might serve another year as Vice President, Mike Cox will continue as Secretary, if no one else wants the 
job, and Juneõs position of Treasurer is open. 
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Membership and Sunshine report: Louis and Pat Schuesler: 24 members present, including 2 new members. 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting for the previous month: Randy motions for approval of minutes for October, 
as published in the Lapidarian, second from June Harris, approved. 

Business from the Vice President: Sarah Hawklyn: The first meeting for the April show will take place in October.  

There is a Board meeting to discuss the show scheduled for October 11, 2013 at Mountain Mikeõs Pizza in Scottõs 
Valley, just off Mount Hermon Road, 7 or 7:30 pm. 

Report from Treasurer: June Harris: five bills to be approved: Nov. show venue $750, plus a deposit of $250, and Insurance 
$150; Lapidarian $106.84; refreshments $14.97.  Randy H motions for approval, second from floor, approved. See Lapidarian 
for the full report. 

Report from Secretary: Michael Cox: late to meeting, no report. 

November Show: Julia Cornblatt: flyers, posters, and yard signs for the November show are available and ready to distribute. 
Julia needs volunteers for kitchen duty, security, a silent auction, and the Treasure Wheel. Stuart Scally mention 
advertisement. The Board members present feel the advertisements therein last year did not produce a great return, so the vote 
is for one advertisement for one week, the week that includes the weekend of the show. A raffle of items donated by sellers at 
the show is contemplated. Members are asked to distribute posters and flyers. Pat Cultera volunteers to help with food 
and mentions she can add turkey sandwiches, hot dogs, and chili. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

CFMS FEDERATION:  Randy Harris: Randy has raffle tickets for the fall CFMS show; prizes include a Genie lapidary 
outfit. If you want tickets, see Randy, they are $20 for 5 or $5 for 1. Camp ZZYZX, $395, will be open for applications. See 
the CFMS web site. 

FIELD TRIPS:  A trip is planned to Fallon, Nevada on October 18-20, to collect agates. Flyers have been put out for 
the Pleasanton Gem Fair, Sacramento show (Nov. 9 & 10), Monterey show (Nov. 30 ð Dec. 1), and the Jade Festival (Nov. 
11-14, no camping). . 

PROGRAMS: The November meeting will be club sales from Quartzsite and Tucson, at bargain prices. 

SHOP: Mike Humenik: shop is open 9-12 every Saturday. 

HISTORIAN and WEB:  Not present. 

LIBR ARY: Scott Hawklyn. The library is out. There are many great books and resources therein. 

REFRESHMENTS:  no report 

MEETING ADJOURNED:  8 pm. 

TTrreeaassuurreerrõõss  RReeppoorrtt,,  OOccttoobbeerr,,  bbyy  JJuunnee  HHaarrrriiss::  
Reporting period- September 11 - October 11, 2013 
 
Beginning Checking Account Balance      $5036.13 
Deposits  
 Deposit on 9/12/13      $546.20 
  Winter show dealer fees     347.00 
  Membership        25.00 
  Raffle         37.00 
  Refreshments          7.20 
  shop proceeds     100.00 
  Board meeting        30.00 
Total deposited       $546.20 
Disbursements 
McDaniel Insurance Services O & D insurance       275.00 
Check imaging fee               3.00 
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Winter show deposit           300.00 
Winter show facilities fee          750.00 
SCLO Grange rental October to December        195.00 
Michael Cox - Lapidarian Expenses           84.63 
Julia Cornblatt - Winter show sign/mtg. Refreshments           248.28 
Les Reichek - Winter show posters            39.16 
Pat Cultera - Ice and buns for refreshments           10.83 
 Total disbursements      $1905.90 
Current checking account balance       $3,676.43 
 
Savings account balance         $16, 516.80 
 
Bills to be paid  
Winter show Insurance estimate   $250.00 
Civic deposit for show    $1000.00 
Winter show starting change    $? 

BBooaarrdd  MMeeeettiinngg  ttoo  DDiissccuussss  AApprrii ll   SShhooww::  

DATE : October 11, 2013; Mountain Mikeõs Pizza, Scottõs Valley, CA; Time called to order: 7:20 pm 

Meeting presided by: Dale Bruce, President. Headers and action items are in bold-face type. 
Board members present: Dale Bruce, Michael Cox, June and Randy Harris, Sarah Hawklyn, Pat and Louis Schuesler, Dean 
and Karen Welder. 

November Show: Does the board want business cards for the November show? The cost is $56 for 5,000(?) cards, but there 
is a ten-day turn-around. Dean motions that the club go forward with the business card design and the cards be 
ordered as soon as the April venue is confirmed. June seconds, approved. 
The club does not have resources for kidõs activities, but Sarah H. says there might be face painting. There are few 

volunteers, so activities need to be limited to two to three things. The Board is uncertain about food sales. Sarah Hawklyn 
suggests the club use the Boy Scouts, similar to the dog show, where Scouts over 14 are offered a stipend for volunteering. 
Mike Cox mentions high school kids have to do community service. June says this has not worked out in other areas due to 
inattention on the part of the kids, also a lot of no shows. 

Food will not be provided to the vendors. Michael Cox will tell Julia. 
A treasurer is needed for the show. The treasurer collects payments, provides cash to vendors. Dean Welder volunteers. 

Dale Bruce will help out as well. This is only for the silent auction and the kitchen, or whatever activities happen. There should 
two activities only, food and silent auction. The daily treasury will be a set amount each day. There is a card that has the total 
changing hands, and this amount is verified and entered on the card, both by the person giving and the person receiving. 

The 2012 show made $800 for the club. Getting members involved continues to be a problem. What are the options? 
Castro Valley requires a certain amount a work at their show. Needs are parking, security, treasure wheel, club sales. The club 
should only be responsible for the activities that directly benefit the club. It appears that no people or very few people signed 
up for work at the show. Options discussed: 1) charge more for membership, so people are more invested; 2) have more one-
on-one solicitation for help; 3) change how the shows are done, so members are more attracted to help out; and, 4) make the 
general meetings more appealing. The show Chair does not dictate what happens at the show, the members (committee) 
decide, so this is truly an issue for the members. 

What about asking people what they want to do? Dale tried to poll members. They were interested in show and tell, talk 
about rocks, and field trips. Dean tried van-pool trips with another club and it did not work out. Karen tried potluck meetings. 
People liked the potluck, but it never became self-sustaining. The business portions of the meetings can and should be 
streamlined, so the rest of the meeting is for member-driven activities. No approach is without challenges and unintended 
consequences. 

Treasury, June Harris: June provided an updated balance sheet for publication in the November Lapidarian. 

Bylaws, Dale Bruce: A committee was formed- Dale, Mike Cox, and Mike H. Dean would like to provide QA review 
when the committee has its draft ready. Question about dues, should they be raised? What about shop fees, should they be 
raised? Sarah asks whether single membership should be $30 and family membership $50. June feels fees should not be in the 
bylaws, only that there will be a membership fee. 



SCMGS Lapidarian November 2013 5 

 Sarah asks about absenteeism of Directors. The Bylaws allow for a change if a Director is chronically absent. Someone 
should ask the absentee person(s) if they want to continue. The Bylaws leave it to the discretion of the President. 

Officers for next year: nominations from the floor seem imminent, but who will step up?  

Change of Venue for the show: it needs to be fully investigated. It needs to be executed flawlessly if it is to happen. It is a 
three year process if one considers having to investigate in 2013, decide for 2014, and announce the possible move a year in 
advance, meaning the move happens in 2015. A show meeting is needed. Friday, November 01, 2013 at 6 pm at Deanõs place. 
This meeting will define the general objectives and activities for the show. There is a question about meeting with the Fire 
Marshall in advance, to try to avoid surprises like last year, specifically not being allowed to have a ticket table in the lobby. 

Change of dealers at the show: this is determined by the show chairman, Dean, but of course the show committee can have 
input. Members can come forward and get on the waiting list. The decision is based on the mix of items at the show. 

BBooaarrdd  MMeeeettiinngg  ttoo  DDiissccuussss  AApprrii ll   SShhooww::  

DATE : November 01, 2013; Dean and Karenõs House, Summit Road, Los Gatos, CA 

Time called to order: 7:20 pm 

Meeting presided by: Dale Bruce, President. 

Board members, Directors, and Chairs present: Dale Bruce, Michael Cox, June and Randy Harris, Sarah Hawklyn, Milton 
and Julia Cornblatt, Pat and Louis Schuesler, Dean and Karen Welder. 

Guests: Gwen Bruce 

April Show: Sarah Hawklyn started conversation with the Civic for April 2014. June Harris paid the $1,000 deposit. A lot of 
thought has to go into the show move. Dean is working on vendor arrangements.  

A change of venue will drive up advertising cost, but most agree the Civic is too expensive and difficult to deal with. The 
Senior Center has conflicting meetings. Another suggestion is rent-a-pavilion and set up in a park or athletic center. Louden 
Nelson is another possibility. The choices, in order of priority, are: 1) Portuguese Hall; 2) Louden Nelson; 3) Coconut Grove; 
4) Cabrillo. 

Dean will find a contact and investigate Coconut Grove. Cox will ask Gabe Fiel if he knows who the contact is. 

Cox has to call Portuguese Hall right away, because we will have to have the change of venue flyers. Pat asks if we can do 
the November 2014 holiday show at the PH to test it. If this were done, the show canõt move until 2016. 

Someone asks about the Santa Cruz County fairgrounds, but it is too far away. What about Cabrillo; perhaps the gymnasium 
there?  

Lou recommends raising the entrance fee from $4 to $5. June motions. Lou seconds, approved. Discussion: June says 
she made a decision last year not to discount people who say they lost their coupon. 

Regarding the April show, what does the club want to have: 1) kidõs activities; 2) geode cutting; 3) silent auction; 4) treasure 
wheel; 5) gold association (Dean has to contact them); 6) lecture; 7) black light room; 8) treasure wheel.  

June suggests looking into In and Out magazine for advertising. There is also the Coast and Bay Area Parentõs magazines. Sarah 
asks about displays at the schools. Bruce says he has received requests for a lecture at a school. It would be a good idea to get 
out to the classrooms.  Cox, Sarah, and Julia is willing to do presentations at the schools. Karen points out that we still 
have pick-your-prize money to use for educational purposes. This leads to side bar about putting together educational 
materials that will help advertise the show.  

The silent auction will do well if we have good material. The club does not really need rough, we need retail goods and slabs 
for the silent auction.  

Perhaps Rick Kennedy can lecture about something related to his sales, California Blue mine, Gem mine, etc. June will talk to 
Rick. Excavation of the Wooly Mammoth in Castroville is another possibility. Pat S. will talk to an archeological 
contact about that. 

Should the show brochure have advertising space? Members suggest free next year and then $15 thereafter. 



SCMGS Lapidarian November 2013 6 

Food: Karen thinks we did well last year, except we lost a kitchen manager after the first day. Someone needs to pick up the 
prepared food. Costco pizza, croissant sandwiches, rolls, and club brought salads, desserts, and drinks. There was no old 
timerõs breakfast in 2013. The Old Timerõs mineral club typically received a breakfast prepared by the club in years past for a 
fee of $2. You have to be 50 or 60 and over. June will ask Dick Pankey about Old Timerõs breakfast. We do not have a 
kitchen manager, other than the potential for Iris, via Sarah Hawklyn. 

Dealers have not yet been notified. June suggests moving displays to the stage to open more floor area for vendors. Members 
are OK with the idea, because dealers on the stage did not do as well. June also asks if there is a way to change the flow, so 
people have to walk past the attractions outside of the main hall. Dean will think on the flow. He is not sure it can be 
done due to City rules. It would mean putting òExit Onlyó signs on the main doors to the exhibitor floor. 

What about raising vendor fees for tables? The members are not very keen on this idea. Dean will look at costs. 

Treasury, June Harris: June provided an updated balance sheet for publication in the November Lapidarian. 

Bylaws, Dale Bruce: Sarah asks if bylaws have to be changed to require volunteer hours as a condition of membership? The 
Board decides that it will be better to require that all members, as a condition of attending the show, have to put in volunteer 
hours or pay the admission. In other words, if you volunteer four hours at any time before and during the show, you will 
receive free admission. Only touched on momentarily- the bylaws and election slate has to get out ASAP. 

November Show: The Board at the last meeting voted to not allow the Treasure Wheel. Sarah Hawklyn points out that there 
was not vote on eliminating the Treasure Wheel. The wheel made $181 last year. Milton volunteers to do the Treasure 
Wheel. The Treasure Wheel prizes are in storage. 

Next Board Meeting: December 6th at 6:30 pm at the home of Randy and June Harris, 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, 
CA 95066.  

Next General Meeting: November 13, 2013. December is the holiday party. 

Dale Bruce adjourns meeting at 8:35 pm. 

NN oovveemmbbeerr  GGeenneerraall   MMeeeettiinngg  MMiinnuutteess::  
DATE : November 13, 2013; Time called to order: 7:45 pm; Location: Live Oak Grange Hall 
Meeting presided by: Dale Bruce 
Board members present: Dale Bruce, Sarah Hawklyn, Karen Welder, Dean Welder, Stuart Scally, Mike Humenik, Michael 
Cox, Pat and Louis Schuesler, June and Randy Harris, Lyle Jenks,  Julia Cornblatt. A quorum is present. 
Board members absent: Sarah Martin. 

Membership and Sunshine Report, Louis Schuesler: 31 members are present, including new member Justin Ward and one 
guest - Denise Barr. Justin is interested in all things geologic and Denise is curious about rocks and minerals.  

Business from the President, Dale Bruce: Dale welcomes guests, new members.  

Elections: Stuart S., Sarah H., June H., Lyle J., and are stepping down. President asks for volunteers for the election slate. 
Randy Harris volunteers to run for Vice President. Joanne Meyer volunteers to run for Treasurer. Pat Cultera is nominated for 
a 3-yesr Directorõs position by Julia Cornblatt and Pat agrees to run (to replace Stuart Scally, whose three year term is up). 
Randy Harris nominates June Harris for the Directorõs position with one year remaining (to replace Lyle Jenks, who is moving 
out of the area). June agrees to run. Sarah Martin is absent, and communicated, via Michael Cox, she is working long hours 
and cannot make the meetings, but she is willing to remain a Director. Karen Welder volunteers to fill in for Sarah Martin until 
Sarah knows if she can make future Board and General meetings. 

Motion to approve white ballot, motion seconded and approved. Positions start in January. 

Secretary, Mike Cox apologizes for the tardy newsletter and requests help. Dave Duncan agrees to help Mike Cox with the 
newsletter. 

Julia Cornblatt: Report on the show. Julia thanks all of the people that labored hard on the show. The show figures are 
mostly in. The show looks like it made a little more money than last year. The new sellers on the stage did well. Samantha 
Fabbri cleaned the kitchen so well that the Grange commented they have never seen it so clean. Beverly Marynak made the 
cheesecakes for the food sales, and they sold very well. 
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Next meeting: is the Christmas Party, Wednesday, December 11, 2013. Dave Duncan motions that the get together include a 
pirate auction, with items limited to no more than $20. Lapidary related items preferred, but any gift OK. Motion seconded 
and approved. 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting for the previous month: Randy motions for approval of minutes for October 
and November in January. Motion seconded from the floor and approved. 

Report from Treasurer: June Harris: $3037.85 came in last month, but $1,000 went right back out for the April show deposit, 
$1,237.40 disbursement, $500 of expenses, five bills to be approved. Randy H motions for approval, second from Sarah H., 
approved. See Lapidarian for the full report. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
No reports this month, except April show. 
Spring show, Sarah Hawklyn: Sarah discusses the spring show in general and its role in the club and the community. 
December 6, 2013 at Randy and Juneõs house there will be a meeting to begin the planning process for the spring 
show. 
There will be a silent auction at Dean and Karenõs House on Saturday, November 16, 2013, with the proceeds going 
to SCMGS, CFMS, and several private parties. Gates open at 10 am. 

MEETING ADJOURNED:  8:30 pm. 

NN oovveemmbbeerr  TTrreeaassuurreerrõõss  RReeppoorrtt,,  bbyy  JJuunnee  HHaarrrriiss::  
Reporting period- October 11 - November 11, 2013 
Beginning Checking Account Balance      $3,676.43 
Deposits  
 Deposit on 10/30/13       $958.25 
  Winter show dealer fees     720.50 
  Membership      135.00 
  Raffle        44.00 
  Refreshments       18.75 
  Board meeting       40.00 
 Deposit on 11/13/2013       $150.00 
  November show dealers   $110.00 
  Show/Board meeting    $40.00 
 Deposit on 11/13/2013 -      $1060.00 
  Starting change for show  $1060.00  
 Deposit on 11/13/2013       $868.80 
  Kitchen 11/9   $220.35 
  Silent Auction 11/9  $163.50 
  Treasure Wheel  11/9    $95.50 
  Kitchen 11/10    $152.95 
  Silent Auction 11/10   $136.00 
  Treasure Wheel 11/10    $75.50 
  Dealer booth     $25.00 
Total deposited:        $3037.85 
 
Disbursements 
McDaniel Insurance Services November show insurance        226.20 
Check imaging fee                 3.00 
Mountain Mike's Pizza- Board meeting               68.20 
June Harris- Starting cash for November show       1000.00 
Total disbursements         $1297.40 
Current checking account balance         $5416.88 
To be paid - need approval  
Julia Cornblatt - Winter show soda                  21.89 
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Dale Bruce- Board/show meeting pizza              71.54 
Dean Welder-  April show business cards                  39.57 
Michael Cox-  signs for Nov. Show- Clutch couriers publicity       106.00 
Total bills to be paid           $239.00 
Savings account balance           $16, 516.80 

NN eewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff   MMiinneerraall   SSoocciieett iieess::  
Visit the AFMS Web site at URL: <www.amfed.org> for the Federationõs most recent newsletter. Randy Harris is the 

SCMGS member that manages the club connection to the California Federation, and, in turn, to the American Federation. 
Please contact Randy if you want to communicate with or participate at the Federation. The purpose of the AFMS is to 
promote popular interest and education in the various Earth Sciences, and in particular the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, 
Paleontology, Lapidary and other related subjects, and to sponsor and provide means of coordinating the work and efforts of 
all persons and groups interested therein; to sponsor and encourage the formation and international development of Societies 
and Regional Federations and by and through such means to strive toward greater international good will and fellowship. 

No update this month due to time limitations. From the AFMS website: 

Latest AFMS Newsletter (November 2013) 

Shirley Leeson, AFMS 2013 Recognition Award; also in the newsletter: 

From My Desk to Yours; Junior Activities; Uniform Rules Changes; Club Rockhounds of the Year; Convention 
Recap; Safety Matters; Web Site Contest Results; Louellen Montgomery; Upcoming Regional Conventions; Program 
Competition Results; All-American Contest Results; Competitive Exhibit Results; Endowment Fund News; Editor's 
Contest Results; AFMS Committee Chairs; Multi-Federation Field Trip; and, AFMS Code of Ethics 

Future Rockhounds of America Roster of Participating Clubs (Updated 10/21/2013) 

FRA Honor Roll (Updated 10/21/2013) 

NN eewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCaall ii ffoorrnniiaa  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff   MMiinneerraallooggiiccaall  SSoocciieett iieess::  
Visit the CFMS Web site at URL: 

<www.cfmsinc.org/> for the 
Federationõs newsletter. Randy Harris is 

the SCMGS member that links us up to 
the California Federation, and, in turn, 
the American Federation. Please 
contact Randy if you want to 

communicate or participate at the California level.  
The California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(CFMS) was organized in 1936 to bring about a closer 
association of Clubs and Societies devoted to the study of 
Earth Sciences and the practice of Lapidary Arts and Crafts in the Western part of the United States. The CFMS includes 
approximately 110 clubs and societies, mostly in California. The CFMS is a member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 

The CFMS newsletter is available at no cost online at URL: <www.cfmsinc.org>, or by mail subscription for $5.50/year 
(Jan-Dec, not prorated) by writing to California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, PO Box 1657, Rialto, CA 92377-1657. 

September 2013 newsletter contents: 

Presidentõs Message: Bud McMillin asks why the family of a life-long mineral collector could not find a single club 
willing to take a collection of fifty boxes of rocks and minerals, with the only requirement being an agreement to display the 
best pieces for public education. Bud also discusses his experiences with the Stockton, CA show. 

Nominating Committee: C.J. Quitoriano introduces Kim Campbell Erb, the new CFMS Secretary.  
From Your Editor: Tom Burchard, 2nd Vice President, discusses his experiences at the Jacksonville, Florida 

SEFMS/AFMS show. There were only nine cases entered in competition- not many. 

2013 CFMS Calendar 
Click here for full year of events & deadlines 

Nov 28 - 
Dec 1  

CFMS-South Thanksgiving Field Trip to Wiley Well 
District. Read about trip. 

Dec 1 Articles for January CFMS Newsletter Due 

Mar 30 - 
Apr 6 

Camp Zzyzx, Soda Springs, CA - Application Form 

May 30 - 
Jun 1 

CFMS Show & Convention, hosted by Pasadena Lapidary 
Society in Pomona, California. Forms to be posted soon. 

 

http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/news/default.htm
http://www.amfed.org/kids.htm
http://www.amfed.org/fra/honor_roll.htm
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.cfmsinc.org/calendar/2013_CFMS_Calendar.pdf
http://www.cfmsinc.org/fieldtrp/y2013/tr1113_WileyWellThanksgiving.htm
http://www.cfmsinc.org/forms10/zzyzx/zzyzx_14/Zzyzx_2014_Application.pdf
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AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle: Colleen McGann, Endowment Chair, thanks everyone who participated in the raffle. 
Sharon Rogow of Las Vegas won the Homelite and oynx jasper necklace and earrings. David Bennett of Oakhurst won the 
cauliflower calcite and St. Clair fern fossil. Colleen will continue her CFMS position in 2014. 

Juniors Activities: Jim Brace-Thompson reviews Albert B. Dickasõ 101 American Geo-Sites Youõve Gotta See (Mountain 
Press, 2012). The guide includes 101 sites across the U.S., including 5 in California. 

Why Am I a Rockhound: Bill Little, Vice President of the Palmdale club, shares why he is a rockhound. 
CFMS Rules Committee: Cheri George, 2013 Chair, reviews the Jacksonville show. 
Camp Paradise Earth Sciences Studies: Marylyn Kilpatrick of the Eldorado County club, wrote a letter to CFMS 

summarizing her experiences at the camp and praising the volunteers and instructors who make the camp a wonderful place to 
learn and grow. 

CFMS Bulletin and Article Contest: June Harris announces that the contest forms for bulletins and articles published in 
2013 are on the CFMS web site and ready to download. The deadline for entry is December 15, 2013. June also introduces her 
replacement for 2014, Terry Vasseur, of the South Bay, Torrance, club. 

All American Club Yearbook Award: Dot Beachler, Chair, encourages clubs to assemble their data for their incoming 
officers, and also complile the events of the previous year. 

Education Thru Sharing: Nancy Bird, Chair, announces that Maggie Dragna is the Vellejo clubõs Rockhound of the 
Year for 2013. Herb Beckman of the Searcherõs Anaheim club is their Rockhound of the Year for 2013. 

Resume for the 2014 Bulletin Aids Chairman: Terry Vassuer introduces himself and how he became the 2014 Chair. 
CFMS Fall Business Meeting: Pat LaRue, Executive Secretary and Treasurer, outlines the agenda for the meeting, 

which will be held November 8-10, 2013, at the Holiday Inn Plaza Park, in Visalia, CA. 
Free Advertising: Fred Ott, Membership Committee Chair for 2013, alerts clubs to a free advertising source called 

òAmericanProfile,ó a semi-weekly insert included in many newspapers published in the western U.S. The section includes one 
or two event listings for each state, including California. To submit information about your show for possible inclusion in a 
future issue of AmericanProfile, submit your information to: americanprofile.com/happenings or mail the information to 
Happenings, 341 Cool Springs Blvd, Suite 400, Franklin, TN 36067. Submissions must be received four months prior to the 
event and not all submissions can be honored. (Editorõs note: I submitted a blurb for the April 2014 show. They only allow 40 words, 
including the show title, times, dates, etc.) 

Diamond-Pacific Genie Raffle: Susan Chaisson-Walblom, E.S.S. Co-Assistant, announces that time is running out to 
purchase raffle tickets, which will be drawn at the CFMS Directorõs meeting in Visalia. 

Visual Programs: Sharon Rogow, Chair, says that no requests for materials have been received for several weeks. The 
CFMS has fabulous programs and materials available on loan just for the asking. 

Earth Science Studies Camp Offers More Than Classes: Gene Stirm, Kern County society, discussed the camps and 
the terrific activities available to members. 

Thank You, Pasadena: The Pasadena Lapidary Society has agreed to hoist the 2014 CFMS Show and Convention. 

WWoorrdd  ooff   tthhee  MMoonntthh::  
Onyx 

Definition from the Dictionary of Mining, Mineral, and Related Terms, U.S. Bureau of Mines, 2nd 
Edition, 1996, available at URL: <http://xmlwords.infomine.com/xmlwords.htm>. 

Definition: onyx 
1. A chalcedonic variety of quartz with color, chiefly white, yellow, red, or black, in straight 
parallel bands; used esp. in making cameos.; agate; chalcedony; sardonyx; jasponyx. 
See also: banded agate 
CF: onyx agate 
2. A name applied incorrectly to dyed, unbanded, solid-color chalcedony; esp. black onyx. 
3. Adj. Parallel banded; e.g., onyx marble and onyx obsidian. 
4. Jet black translucent layers of calcite from cave deposits, often called Mexican onyx or onyx marble. 
See also: travertine 

Photograph: Banded agate. The specimen is one inch (2.5 cm) wide. Picture made without a camera by laying the carving on a flatbed 
scanner. Released to the public domain by Adrian Pingstone in May 2003. Downloaded November 13, 2013 from URL: 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Agate_banded_750pix.jpg>. 

http://xmlwords.infomine.com/xmlwords.htm
javascript:selectSupport('banded%20agate',%20'see%20also');
javascript:selectSupport('onyx%20agate',%20'cf');
javascript:selectSupport('travertine',%20'see%20also');
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Agate_banded_750pix.jpg
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BBii rrtthhssttoonneess  aanndd  FFlloowweerrss::  
 From Birth Month Flowers, URL: <http://www.birthstones.org.uk/birth-month-

flowers/index.htm>. The traditional birthstone for November is topaz, 
òassociated with constancy, loyalty, faithfulness and friendship.ó  The 
traditional metaphysical properties for topaz are òstrength, releasing tension and 
balancing emotions.ó The birth flower for this month is the Chrysanthemum, 
meaning òwith love and cheerfulness.ó The hidden message of the birth flower, 
so favored during the Victorian era was "you're a wonderful friend.ó From Gems 
and Gem Minerals, by Oliver Cummings Farrington, A.W. Mumford, Chicago, 
IL, 1903, page 63, taken from a pamphlet first published by Tiffany and Co. in 

1870: "Who first comes to this world below, in dreary November's fog and snow, should prize the 
topaz amber hue, emblem of friends and lovers true." Clipart courtesy of MicrosoftÊ Corporation, 2012.  

UUSSGGSS  NN eewwss  RReelleeaasseess::  

Wildfire Science Returns to Rim Fire, Posted: 07 Nov 2013 09:00 AM PST 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. ð Although dousing the flames was foremost in 
people's minds during the recent Rim Fire in Stanislaus National Forest and 
Yosemite National Park, U.S. Geological Survey scientific work continues well 
after the fire is out. USGS scientists are continuing their critical research 
characterizing the hidden dangers faced after large wildfires. 

While the fire was still smoldering in September, the multi-agency BAER 
(Burned Area Emergency Response) team developed a burn-severity map and 
shared it with USGS scientists. USGS assessed the potential for debris flows 
(URL: <http://landslides.usgs.gov/research/wildfire/>) that tend to occur 
when the winter rains soak the steep slopes following fires by adding critical 
information on soil characteristics, the ruggedness of the terrain, and the typical 
amount of rainfall in that area in order to model the likelihood and possible 
volumes of debris flows. The just published Rim Fire debris-flow hazards 
assessment map (URL: <http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2013/1260/>), will help land 
and emergency managers focus mitigation treatments on where the greatest 
damage might be done by post-fire debris flows. 

Satellite Data Yield New Understanding Of How Galápagos Volcanoes Are Formed And May Erupt In 
The Future, Posted: 24 Oct 2013 11:30 AM PDT 

HAWAI`I ISLAND, Hawaii ñ The chance transit of a satellite over the April 2009 eruption of Fernandina volcano ñ 
the most active in South America's famed Galápagos archipelago ñ has revealed for the first time the mechanism behind the 
characteristic pattern of eruptive fissures on the island chain's volcanoes, according to a new study by University of Miami 
(UM) and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) scientists. Their model not only sheds light on how Galápagos volcanoes grow, 
which has been a subject of debate since Darwinõs time, but may also help in forecasting the locations of future eruptions, 
adding to the vast scientific knowledge acquired by study of this iconic island chain. 

In the study, Marco Bagnardi, a doctoral candidate at the UM Rosenstiel School of Marine & Atmospheric Science 
(RSMAS) and visiting scientist at USGS' Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, analyzed surface deformations on Fernandina from 
European Space Agency (ESA) ENVISAT satellite images acquired just two hours before the 2009 eruption. He sought to 
explain why Hawaiian and Galápagos volcanoes, while similar in some respects, show different eruptive patterns. Eruptions 
from Hawaiôi's volcanoes tend to occur along narrow rift zones that extend radially from the summit, while the shields of 
western Galápagos volcanoes have eruptive fissures that circle the summit near the calderas but are oriented radially on the 
flanks below. 

Bagnardi found that magma began moving away from Fernandina's reservoir as a sill, or horizontal feature, before rotating 
vertically and erupting in a fissure perpendicular to the summit on the volcano's southwest flank. A sill also fed the 2005 
eruption at Fernandina, but that magma moved upward to form a fissure circling the volcano's summit closer to the top. 
These data suggest that sills feed all eruptive activity in the Galápagos but that they rotate in different ways as they propagate 
toward the host volcano's surface. 

"Our findings have literally turned our perspective by 90 degrees," Bagnardi said. "For decades, we thought that eruptions 

http://www.birthstones.org.uk/birth-month-flowers/index.htm
http://www.birthstones.org.uk/birth-month-flowers/index.htm
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/usgs/newsEverything/~3/VvpMXN56TJI/article.asp?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://landslides.usgs.gov/research/wildfire/
http://landslides.usgs.gov/research/wildfire/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2013/1260/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2013/1260/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2013/1260/
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in the Galápagos were starting with the intrusion of vertical blade-like bodies. We now know this is not the case. éWithout 
knowing why the fissures are arranged the way they are, we had no way to infer the geologic history of the volcanoes and how 
they evolved over time," said USGS geophysicist Mike Poland, a co-author of the study. "This research allows scientists to 
better model how the volcanoes grow and behave, especially with respect to past and future activity," Poland said. "You can't 
move forward with solving the puzzle because you are missing a key part of the story.  This work fills in a major missing piece 
and will allow better interpretations of a multitude of parameters about Galapagos volcanoes." 

Earthquake Swarm Continues in Central Oklahoma, Released: 10/22/2013 1:07:59 PM, In partnership with: Oklahoma 
Geological Survey  

Since January 2009, more than 200 magnitude 3.0 or greater earthquakes have rattled Central Oklahoma, marking a 
significant rise in the frequency of these seismic events. The U.S. Geological Survey and Oklahoma Geological Survey are 
conducting collaborative research quantifying the changes in earthquake rate in the Oklahoma City region, assessing the 
implications of this swarm for large-earthquake hazard, and evaluating possible links between these earthquakes and 
wastewater disposal related to oil and gas production activities in the region. 

Studies show one to three magnitude 3.0 earthquakes or larger occurred yearly from 1975 to 2008, while the average grew 
to around 40 earthquakes per year from 2009 to mid-2013. "We've statistically analyzed the recent earthquake rate changes and 
found that they do not seem to be due to typical, random fluctuations in natural seismicity rates," said Bill Leith, USGS 
seismologist. "These results suggest that significant changes in both the background rate of events and earthquake triggering 
properties needed to have occurred in order to explain the increases in seismicity. This is in contrast to what is typically 
observed when modeling natural earthquake swarms." 

The analysis suggests that a contributing factor to the increase in earthquakes triggers may be from activities such as 
wastewater disposal--a phenomenon known as injection-induced seismicity. éThis "swarm" includes the largest earthquake 
ever recorded in Oklahoma, a magnitude 5.6 that occurred near Prague Nov. 5, 2011.  It damaged a number of homes as well 
as the historic Benedictine Hall at St. Gregory's University, in Shawnee, Okla.  Almost 60 years earlier in1952, a comparable 
magnitude 5.5, struck El Reno and Oklahoma City. More recently, earthquakes of magnitude 4.4 and 4.2 hit east of Oklahoma 
City on April 16, 2013, causing objects to fall off shelves. 

AArrtt iicclleess::  

First Ever Evidence of a Comet Striking Earth 

From the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
published October 8, 2013 and downloaded November 16, 2013 from 
URL: 
<http://www.wits.ac.za/newsroom/newsitems/201310/21649/news_item
_21649.html> 
8 October 2013 
The first ever evidence of a comet entering Earthõs atmosphere and 

exploding, raining down a shock wave of fire which obliterated every life 
form in its path, has been discovered by a team of South African scientists 
and international collaborators... The discovery has not only provided the 
first definitive proof of a comet striking Earth, millions of years ago, but it 
could also help us to unlock, in the future, the secrets of the formation of 
our solar system. To the left is an artistõs rendition of the comet exploding 

in Earthõs atmosphere above Egypt (credit: Terry Bakker). 
òComets always visit our skies ð theyõre these dirty snowballs of ice mixed with dust ð but never before in history has 

material from a comet ever been found on Earth,ó says Professor David Block of Wits University. 
The comet entered Earthõs atmosphere above Egypt about 28 million years ago. As it entered the atmosphere, it exploded, 
heating up the sand beneath it to a temperature of about 2 000 degrees Celsius, and resulting in the formation of a huge 
amount of yellow silica glass which lies scattered over a 6 000 square kilometer area in the Sahara. A magnificent specimen of 
the glass, polished by ancient jewelers, is found in Tutankhamun's brooch with its striking yellow-brown scarab (photo below 
left, no copyright). 

The research, which will be published in Earth and Planetary Science Letters, was conducted by a collaboration of 
geoscientists, physicists  and astronomers including Block, lead author Professor Jan Kramers of the University of 
Johannesburg, Dr Marco Andreoli of the South African Nuclear Energy Corporation, and Chris Harris of the University of 
Cape Town.  At the centre of the attention of this team was a mysterious black pebble found years earlier by an Egyptian 

http://www.wits.ac.za/newsroom/newsitems/201310/21649/news_item_21649.html
http://www.wits.ac.za/newsroom/newsitems/201310/21649/news_item_21649.html
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geologist in the area of the silica glass. After conducting highly sophisticated chemical 
analyses on this pebble, the authors came to the inescapable conclusion that it 
represented the very first known hand specimen of a comet nucleus, rather than simply 
an unusual type of meteorite. Kramers describes this as a moment of career defining 
elation. òItõs a typical scientific euphoria when you eliminate all other options and come 
to the realisation of what it must be,ó he said. 
The impact of the explosion also produced microscopic diamonds. òDiamonds are 

produced from carbon bearing material. Normally they form deep in the earth, where the 
pressure is high, but you can also generate very high pressure with shock. Part of the 
comet impacted and the shock of the impact produced the diamonds,ó says Kramers. 
The team have named the diamond-bearing pebble òHypatiaó in honour of the first well 
known female mathematician, astronomer and philosopher, Hypatia of Alexandria. 

Comet material is very elusive. Comet fragments have not been found on Earth 
before except as microscopic sized dust particles in the upper atmosphere and some 
carbon-rich dust in the Antarctic ice. Space agencies have spent billions to secure the 
smallest amounts of pristine comet matter. òNASA and ESA (European Space Agency) 
spend billions of dollars collecting a few micrograms of comet material and bringing it 

back to Earth, and now weõve got a radical new approach of studying this material, without spending billions of dollars 
collecting it,ó says Kramers. 

The study of Hypatia has grown into an international collaborative research programme, coordinated by Andreoli, which 
involves a growing number of scientists drawn from a variety of disciplines. Dr Mario di Martino of Turin's Astrophysical 
Observatory has led several expeditions to the desert glass area. òComets contain the very secrets to unlocking the formation 
of our solar system and this discovery gives us an unprecedented opportunity to study comet material first hand,ó says Block. 

Online paper: An online version of the scientific journal article can be accessed at URL: 
<http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0012821X13004998>. 

ALROSA Unearths 235 Carat Diamond at Jubilee Pipe 

09.10.2013; from URL: <http://eng.alrosa.ru/press_center/releases/2013/10/release091013/> 

òIn late September 2013, Factory ɰ 14 owned by the Aikhal Mining and Concentration 
Mill, which is a business unit of ALROSA, recovered a diamond 235.16 carats in size. The 
diamond was brought to grass from the depths of the Yubileynaya (Jubilee) Diamond Pipe. Its 
dimensions are 42.0 x 26.0 x 28.0 mm. The crystal is transparent, with a yellow hue; there are 
small graphite-sulfide inclusions in its periphery. According to expert estimation, this gem-
quality diamond (Cleavage Dark 4C category) may be valued at $1.5-2 mln. Thanks to the 
technological arrangements undertaken by ALROSA, the company managed to improve diamond safety and reduce the 
number of affected gems. The integrity of this particular diamond is a testimonial to the well-established workmanship of 
miners and dressers and a high level of technological equipment.ó 

Ghost Town with Liquor License for Sale, by Michael Cox 

For some reason, international press picked up on a Craigslist advertisement posted back in September. The ad was 
posted by the nephew of the owner of a nearly ten acre property in the Sierra Nevada that happens to be the site of the 
former gold-mining boom-town of Seneca. The owner is asking $250,000 for the property. The advertisement was still 
available as of November 16, 2013, and can be found at URL: <http://goldcountry.craigslist.org/reo/4042282693.html>. 
Why the international press would have made such a fuss about this is a mystery. I suppose it is because the town is in 
California and associated with gold. In any case, the person that posted the ad has an interesting story to tell. You can read 
about it on their blog at URL: <http://OutYourBackdoor.com>. Here are some highlights from the advertisement: 

ò$225000 Seneca -- ghost-town with liquor license (Seneca)  

 
Want to buy a ghost town with a bar and liquor license? Expand it into a unique getaway! Perhaps the most remote 

"restaurant" in Northern California. 9.8 acres. The property includes the "town" -- which is just the bar, 3 rundown cabins 
and the acreage. We will consider offers. Seneca is the real McCoy. Historic. It was a Gold Rush mining town with hotel, 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0012821X13004998
http://eng.alrosa.ru/press_center/releases/2013/10/release091013/
http://goldcountry.craigslist.org/reo/4042282693.html
http://outyourbackdoor.com/
http://images.craigslist.org/01616_leltXFNxHmn_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/01616_leltXFNxHmn_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00C0C_4r7dYfKxSrv_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00C0C_4r7dYfKxSrv_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00A0A_jYFmGAcHPgE_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00A0A_jYFmGAcHPgE_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00G0G_TRJ88ooz9a_600x450.jpg
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http://images.craigslist.org/00V0V_5p9bGdD5oQU_600x450.jpg
http://images.craigslist.org/00V0V_5p9bGdD5oQU_600x450.jpg
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stores, houses, and a population of maybe a thousand. Very close to historic Chinese-built gold mines -- with 500 Chinese 
miners and an opium den. Old mining equipment is lying around. (There is active small-scale gold mining today in the 
nearby region.) A miner once showed us his week's fines (on the side, after others had left): a jelly-jar of gold -- did you 
know gold weighs almost twice as much as lead? It was impressive to pick it up! 

The deal will include the bar, land, liquor license, and 3 cabins. (All buildings need some work.) There was no business 
activity at the bar this past season. But the bar can be opened whenever one likes. The new owner of a liquor license has to 
be eligible and that there is a county approval process in such a transfer. There are no outside utilities. A generator is 
required to provide power. A water pipe is connected to a spring up the hill a bit. A propane tank can be filled for cooling 
for a refrigerator. The 2 bathrooms have a septic system.ó 

OK teen finds 3.85-carat gem at Arkansas Park 

From the Associated Press, October 21, 2013, MURFREESBORO, 
Ark. (AP) ñ A 14-year-old girl from Oklahoma City has unearthed a 
3.85-carat diamond at Arkansas' Crater of Diamonds State Park. Tana 
Clymer discovered the canary gem Saturday at the park, which is the only 
diamond-producing site in the United States that is open to the public. 
Tana said she'd been digging in the dirt for about two hours when she 

discovered the gem on the surface of the search field.  

Geology Picture ð Opal Replacing Tree Rings 

This picture was published November 12, 2013, by Mihai Andrei, on the ZME Science 
website, at URL: <http://www.zmescience.com/other/geopicture/geopicture-of-the-week-
tree-fossil-with-opal-growth-rings/#si4TosZBC8ZeWdJK.99>, with the following description: 
òThis is a part of an opalized tree, and the rings you see are actually tree rings; or at least they 
were. This is an very rare sample: opal can be fairly common in petrified wood, but this is a fire 
opal, which makes it so much more valuable. Fire opals are transparent to translucent opals 
with warm body colors of yellow, orange, orange-yellow or red ð basically, it often has pretty 
colors. So how did this magnificent opalized tree come to be? Initially, water filled the cracks 

and empty spaces of the source fossil, and the silica content in the water hardened and turned into opal or chalcedony. 

Pottery Shard Brooch -A nostalgic keepsake from a broken dinner plate, By Julie Jerman-Melka 

This project was originally published in the May 2009 Lapidary Journal jewelry Artist magazine. Julie provides step-by-step 
instructions for creating a silver pin using a broken pottery shard. To download the article, with photographs of the process 
and finished piece, turn your web browser to URL: 
<http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com/blogs/daily/archive/2013/11/11/save-the-pieces-make-a-pottery-shard-brooch-or-
pendant-from-beloved-broken-china.aspx>. 

Man Killed in Rock Slide, paraphrased from òTucson News Nowó, Oct 09, 2013. 

A local Tucson man was killed while searching the tall vertical banks of a wash for 
rocks and minerals. The man was with a companion, but the companion was unable to 
dig him out from under three or four feet of fallen debris. The collapse happened so 
quickly it did not appear the man was able to react. By the time rescue personnel from 
the local Sheriffõs office dug out the man, he had died of asphyxiation. Photos provided 
by the Cochise County Sheriffõs Department are a grim reminder to not dig into vertical 
walls of loose material or any other material unless you know it is absolutely stable and 
safe to do so. 

BBooookk  aanndd  PPuubbll iiccaattiioonnss::  

New Book on agate, jasper, opal identification, by Donald T. Kasper 

 òLARocksó Yahoo discussion group, Fri Nov 1, 2013 7:09 pm (PDT): òI am pleased to announce the release of Volume V 
in my agate series. It is titled: òA Field Guide to the Agates, Jaspers, and Opalsó with the subtitle òSpecimen and Inclusion 
Identification Using Infrared Spectroscopy.ó It is 294 pages, printed on 8.5 x 11 paper, full color, spiral bound. It is priced at 
$135. 

http://www.zmescience.com/other/geopicture/geopicture-of-the-week-tree-fossil-with-opal-growth-rings/#si4TosZBC8ZeWdJK.99
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http://www.jewelrymakingdaily.com/blogs/daily/archive/2013/11/11/save-the-pieces-make-a-pottery-shard-brooch-or-pendant-from-beloved-broken-china.aspx
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 In Volume IV, I set the groundwork showing the use of infrared spectroscopy to study silica mineral species. With the 
power of infrared to study opaline forms of silica that other techniques cannot resolve, a number of new species in the agates, 
jaspers, and opals were described. Order my books at URL: <http://donaldkasper.com/>, the only place they are available.ó 

Comments Solicited for Next òGem Trailsó Publication, by Otie Braden, published in LA-Rocks Group on Yahoo.com 

òHello rockhound friends, I am very happy to say that I will soon be doing editing for Gem Guides Book Company, 
(http://www.gemguidesbook.com/) and will be working on the new edition of Gem Trails of Southern California. I invite 
anyone who may have a comment, complaint, suggestion or a new location they might like to contribute to contact me and 
your information will be given my full attention. If you could please forward this to anyone you think might be interested, it 
would be appreciated. Thanks in advance. Otie Bradenó 

BBuuyy  aanndd  SSeell ll ::  

Santa Clara Valley Club 

òSCVGMS DRC ROCK SALE, Saturday, November 23, 2013 9am till noon; 2357 Loma Park Ct, San Jose in the 
backyard. Easy pickings. Everything is up on tables except the largest rocks. Most items are 50 cents per pound, with a 50 cent 
minimum charge. Some items are individually marked. Free rocks and other items are under the pergola. Cash or personal 
checks accepted. We have a lot of new material. We suggest you bring a bucket. This sale is hosted by the club's Donation 
Receiving Committee (DRC). All income goes to the club. Questions? Call Pat at 408-266-4327 Or E-mail 
<donations@scvgms.org>.ó 
 
òSilent Auction! November SCVGMS general meeting, November 26, 2013. Bring something or some things to donate to 

the Silent Auction. There was a detailed article in the October Breccia with more information. Cash or check only. No debit or 
credit cards accepted. 7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (The Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032. Belwood Gateway is just 
south of Blossom Hill between Leigh Avenue and Harwood.ó 

Slab and Trim Saw Wanted 

Young SCGMS member looking for a slab and trim saw, economically priced, fixer-upper OK. Please contact Toby 
Wingo, 916-622-2641. 

For Sale: Central Texas "hill country" Flint  

Sat Oct 5, 2013 4:23 am (PDT) . Posted by:  Bradford Sippy, email: <dachef99712@yahoo.com>. 

òThis is beautiful and very unique flint rock, cause of the wide range of colors and truly one of a kind bands and patterns. 
Also is some of the best knapping flint in the world...this material takes a polish like glass, and is a knapping artist dream, 
which makes it a beginners/students 1st choice also. Pics on request of the best material Iõve collected and available to 
wholesalers and retailers alike...I have tonnage!ó 

CCaammppss,,  LLeeccttuurreess,,  aanndd  CCllaasssseess::  

CAMP ZZYZX, March 30 ð April 6, 2014 

Join CFMS at the Earth Science Seminar be held at Soda Springs (Zzyzx) located approximately 50 miles northeast of 
Barstow, CA. Off I-15 at Zzyzx Rd. Facilities are rustic, dormitory style rooms with bed, mattress & desk. Cleaning is the 
occupantõs responsibility. You must bring bed linen or sleeping bag, and any creature comforts you may desire i.e. lamp, throw 
rug, ice chest. RV parking is approximately 1/4 mile from the Center and has no facilities of any kind. All restrooms and 
showers are in separate buildings at the center and are communal. 

The Earth Science Committee retains the right to accept or deny applications as they deem appropriate. This area is 
designated by the Government as a Desert Studies Center; consequently, NO PETS ARE ALLOWED. A limited number of 
reservations are available and an early application is recommended. Subject to change these classes will be offered: Lapidary, 
Beading, Wire Art, Field Trips, Silver Fabrication, Advanced Wire Art, Precious Metal Clay, Soft Stone Carving & Scrimshaw, 
Faceting, and Alternative Casting. 

The fee for the week is $390.00 per person and includes quarters or RV space, three meals per day, and classes. Additional 
charges may be assessed for material furnished by instructors.  NO CANCELLATIONS AFTER MARCH 1, 2014 unless a 
replacement is provided. A $25.00 Administration Fee will be assessed for cancellations prior to March 17, 2014. - - IF YOU 
USE YOUR RV YOU CAN SAVE $50.00 - The application is included on the last page of this newsletter. 

http://donaldkasper.com/
http://www.gemguidesbook.com/
mailto:donations@scvgms.org
mailto:dachef99712@yahoo.com
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Public Lecture Series, USGS, Menlo Park, CA 

Lectures start at 7pm and are held at the USGS Menlo Park Campus in Building 3, 2nd floor conference room A, Menlo 
Park, California. URL for building location and directions: <http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/map.html>. Most lectures 
were cancelled for 2013, due to U.S. Government shenanigans. Past lectures can be found on-line at URL: 
<http://education.usgs.gov/lectures.html>.  

Seymour Marine Discovery Center 100 Shaffer Road in Santa Cruz, California 95060 

Science Sunday, November 17, 2013, 1 PM - BALD EAGLES  
Repatriation of an Iconic Bird to the Central Coast, Glenn R. Stewart, Director, UC Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Research 

Group. Science Sunday is free with membership or admission. UCSC undergrads free with valid student ID. 

Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 

Science Saturday, November 30, 2013 - 11:00am: Monarch Magic 
Welcome the monarch butterflies back to Pacific Grove! Create a monarch chrysalis pin, view live butterflies, explore the 

Museumõs Monarchs Come Home exhibition, and get your face painted while you discover what makes our monarch 
butterflies special. Special guests will provide even more activities, music, and information. Join us for a day filled with 
monarch magic! 

The Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National Park 

The following fall geology classes are offered, for information see URL <http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/>:  
November 23-24, Creation of the Joshua Tree Landscape, taught by Dee Trent, professor emeritus, Citrus College 
December 7, Earthquake Faults In and Around Joshua Tree National Park, taught by Ted Reeves, professor, University of 
the Pacific. Class sizes are small, don't wait to enroll! 

FFiieelldd  TTrriippss::  
Here is a roundup of trips sponsored by the Society and AFMS/CFMS affiliates. For more 

information about any of these trips, and to sign up, please contact the fieldtrip chairs, Karen & Dean 
Welder. The Welderõs also moderate a Yahoo Group for North Bay Field Trips. Join at Yahoo 
Groups, URL: <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nbft/ >. 

North Bay Field Trips and Affiliates 

Contact Dean Welder for more information if details are not provided below. 

Co-op Field Trips (Contact Dean Welder for more information) 

Nov 28 - Dec 1: Annual Thanksgiving Field Trip to Wiley Well District for Laurel-Iron Wood, Fire Agate/Chalcedony, 
Psilomelane, Geodes and Nodules. 
JAN 18: Quartzsite for the QIA Pow-Wow 
Jul 31 ð Aug 4 2014: AFMS 2014 MULTI-FEDERATION FIELD TRIP 
The town of Terry, Montana may be small, but they are planning on rolling out the red carpet for us as they host the 
AFMS 2014 Multi-Federation field trip gathering. Mark your calendars and get ready to register!  

Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics (not affiliated with CFMS, so not covered by CFMS insurance). 

Dec 28: 9am to 5pm; Location: Area 54 - West Fresno County, CA; Street: Nee's Ave & I-5, Chevron Travel Plaza; 
City/Town: Firebaugh, Fresno County, CA; Phone: 559-250-5057; Organized By: Kris W. Rowe 

SShhoowwss!!  

Below is a roundup of upcoming California shows sponsored by other gem and mineral organizations. The commercial 
Gem Faire, Inc. events are not included. You can find them at URL: <www.gemfaire.com>. 

November 2013 

November 16 & 17: OXNARD, CA; Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society; Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 164 Seaspray Way; 
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4; Contact: Brett Johnson (805) 822-3836, Email: <show_info@oxnardgem.com>; Website: 
<http://www.oxnardgem.com>. 

http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/map.html
http://education.usgs.gov/lectures.html
http://www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nbft/
http://www.gemfaire.com/
mailto:show_info@oxnardgem.com
http://www.oxnardgem.com/
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November 19-20: CAYUCOS, CA: San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club; Cayucos Vets Hall; 10 Cayucos Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 
10-5; Contact Kim Noyes, 7343 El Camino Real #301, Atascadero, CA 93422, (805) 610-0603; E-mail: 
<kimnoyes@gmail.com>; Web site: <www.slogem.org>. 

November 23 & 24: LIVERMORE, CA ; Livermore Valley Lithophiles; Lithorama 2013 is a Gem and Mineral Show and Sale 
& will be held At the 'BARN' in Livermore, 3131 Pacific Ave. off South Livermore Ave; Hours: Saturday 10:00 to 5:00, 
Sunday 10:00 to 4:00; Contact: Email: <info@lithophiles.com>; Website: <www.lithophiles.org>. 

December 2013 

December 13 - 15: SAN BERNARDINO, CA ; Orange Belt Mineralogical Society; Western Regional Little League Ball Park, 
6707 Little League Drive; Hours: 9 am to Dusk daily; Contact: Ken, (909) 381-0089 Email:  kengard@roadrunner.com; 
Website:  <http://OBMSrocks.yolasite.com>. 

January 2014 

January 18 - 19: EXETER, CA ; Tule Gem & Mineral Society; Visalia Exeter Veterans Memorial Building, Highway 65, 324 N 
Kaweah Avenue; Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 ð 4; Contact: Pepper Okada, (559) 733-5842, Email:  Pepperok@clearwire.net; 
Website: <www.tulegem.org>. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CAMP ZZYZX, March 30 ð April 6, 2014; REGISTRATION FORM 

Please complete the Registration form below and mail with full payment, payable to: CFMS, Camp ZZYZX, AUDREY 
HARVEY, 3363 Tuxford Place, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY CONTACT: Marion Roberts, 209-538-0197, Email: <mvroberts1@comcast.net>. 

REGISTRATION FORM DEADLINE MARCH 1, 2014. Applications received after this date will be placed on a stand-by 
list and considered only when a vacancy exists. 

Please use block printing: 

(A) Mr. Mrs. Ms ________________________________________________________________ 

(B) Mr. Mrs. Ms ________________________________________________________________ 

Street__________________________________City___________________State______________Zip_______ 

Phone ______________________________E-Mail _______________________________________________ 

ROOM ASSIGNMENT FOR SINGLE APPLICANTS ONLY. RV____ DORM____ 

ROOM REQUEST FOR MEDICAL OR PHYSICAL REASONS. PLEASE DESCRIBE:  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS ___ DIABETIC ___ OTHER ___ EXPLAIN:  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please fill in classes desired: 

FIRST CHOICE   SECOND CHOICE   THIRD CHOICE 

(A) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(B) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(C) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:kimnoyes@gmail.com
http://www.slogem.org/
mailto:info@lithophiles.com
http://www.lithophiles.org/
mailto:kengard@roadrunner.com
http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com/
mailto:Pepperok@clearwire.net
http://www.tulegem.org/
mailto:mvroberts1@comcast.net
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PPiiccttuurreess  ðð  MMaaiinnllyy  NN oovveemmbbeerr  22001133  HH ooll iiddaayy  GGii fftt  SShhooww::  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janet and Leon Mayou in a Sweet RTV! Dale and Lyle in the kitchen.  

Mike Humenik at the front desk. 
Nuk Scally ð Stu is hiding under the 

table. 

Thereõs Stu- Safety First! 

An amazing display of Nevada Turquoise 
and beads from NG Nagle Gemstones! 

Beverly and her wares. What is Milton saying? 

A buyer checks with his boss at Dean and 
Karenõs Peregrine booth. Les and Rimaõs wonderful booth! 

Dave Duncan at the Treasure Wheel. 

On Stage ð Wonderful Art. 

Milton says: 
òThemõs Fighting 
Words!ó Got fish? Mercury Miner does! 
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